
Faucet Parts: A Complete Guide to What’s 

Inside Your Tap 
When a faucet works perfectly, it’s easy to forget how many small components make that 

smooth stream of water possible. But the moment you notice a drip, reduced water flow, or a 

loose handle, Faucets Parts understanding faucet parts becomes essential. Whether you’re a 

homeowner wanting to fix a simple leak or a DIY enthusiast upgrading fixtures, knowing your 

faucet’s internal parts can save time, money, and frustration. This guide breaks down the most 

important faucet parts, what they do, and how they work together. 

 

1. Faucet Handles 

The handle is the part you interact with most. It controls water flow and temperature. Faucet 

handles come in several designs: 

• Single-handle faucets use one lever to control both temperature and flow. 
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• Double-handle faucets have separate handles for hot and cold water. 

 

 

• Knob, lever, and cross-style handles offer different levels of comfort and aesthetic 

appeal. 

 

 

Inside the handle is usually a set screw or retaining nut that secures it to the cartridge or stem. 

2. Cartridges, Stems, and Valves 

This is the heart of the faucet. The cartridge, stem, or valve regulates water flow when you turn 

the handle. The type depends on faucet style: 

• Cartridge valves are common in modern faucets and allow smooth operation. 

 

 

• Stem valves are used in older faucets and typically work with compression mechanisms. 

 

 

• Ball valves are found in some single-handle faucets and use a rotating metal or plastic 

ball to control water. 

 

 

• Ceramic disc valves offer durability and long life, using two ceramic discs that slide to 

control water. 

 

 

Failing cartridges or valves are often the cause of leaks, low pressure, or difficulty turning the 

handle. 

3. Aerators 

Located at the tip of the spout, the aerator mixes air with water to create a steady, splash-free 

stream. Aerators also help reduce water usage without sacrificing pressure. 

They typically include: 



• A metal or plastic housing 

 

 

• A screen 

 

 

• A flow restrictor 

 

 

Clogged aerators are one of the most common reasons for weak water flow, often caused by 

mineral buildup. 

4. Faucet Spout 

The spout delivers water into the sink and comes in different shapes and heights. Inside the 

spout may be: 

• O-rings to prevent leaks 

 

 

• Channels for hot and cold water 

 

 

• Decorative covers or sleeves 

 

 

Some spouts swivel, especially on kitchen faucets, while bathroom spouts are typically 

stationary. 

5. O-Rings and Washers 

Small but powerful, these rubber components keep water sealed inside the faucet. 

• O-rings are used in cartridges, stems, and spouts to prevent dripping and leaking from 

the base. 

 

 



• Washers create a watertight seal in compression faucets. 

 

 

Over time, these parts harden or break down due to temperature changes, causing wear and 

tear. 

6. Faucet Body 

The faucet body is the main housing that connects all other parts. It channels hot and cold 

water from the supply lines to the spout. 

Styles include: 

• Single-hole bodies for compact faucets 

 

 

• Centerset bodies for smaller sinks 

 

 

• Widespread bodies for decorative, separate fixture installations 

 

 

• Wall-mount bodies in modern or industrial settings 

 

 

The structure and size of the body determine the type of handles, spout, and internal parts 

used. 

7. Supply Lines and Fittings 

Though technically beneath the sink, these parts are crucial for faucet operation. 

• Flexible supply lines connect the faucet to the home’s plumbing. 

 

 

• Compression fittings secure the lines in place. 

 

 



• Mounting nuts and brackets hold the faucet tightly against the sink or countertop. 

 

 

A loose or worn-out fitting can lead to leaks under the sink—often unnoticed until damage is 

significant. 

8. Sprayer Components 

Kitchen faucets may feature a side sprayer or pull-down sprayer. These include: 

• Spray head with adjustable modes 

 

 

• Hose that retracts inside the faucet body 

 

 

• Weight system for smooth hose movement 

 

 

• Diverter valve that switches water flow between the spout and sprayer 

 

 

Sprayer issues are commonly caused by diverters or worn hoses. 

9. Escutcheons and Decorative Plates 

These parts cover holes in the sink or wall for a clean look. They don’t affect water flow but are 

key to the faucet’s aesthetic finish. 

10. Why Understanding Faucet Parts Matters 

Knowing your faucet parts helps you: 

• Identify the cause of common problems 

 

 

• Replace only what’s needed instead of the entire faucet 

 

 



• Perform basic repairs yourself 

 

 

• Choose better quality components 

 

 

• Extend your faucet’s lifespan 

 

 

A little knowledge can prevent major plumbing frustrations. 

Final Thoughts 

At FirstClassFaucets, faucets may seem like simple household fixtures, but inside them is a 

clever combination of parts working together to provide water effortlessly. Understanding each 

component—from the cartridge to the aerator—empowers you to maintain your faucet, 

troubleshoot issues, and make informed decisions when upgrading or repairing. 

Whether you’re fixing a drip or choosing a new faucet, knowing its parts gives you confidence 

and control over your home’s plumbing. 
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